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He took his shoes off and came up from the veranda. As he sat on
the matted floor with the host and Saionji he went on:
"The Imperial Headquarters got the intelligence this afternoon.
General Stoessel proposed to General Nogi that they negotiate the
terms of surrender. Commander Nogi requested our instructions. Have
you got anything to say? Our General wants the conference to be held
at a small village north of Port Arthur, Shuishinying. Of course the
General will decide the details."
"I see, Yamagata. What do you think, Saionji-san? Do you have any
particular suggestions?"
"Huh, the defending General was really brave, wasn't he? He de-
serves our praise whether he is an enemy or not—"
"True," said the Field Marshal.
"Don't you think we'd better accord him our highest courtesies?
If he gives himself up he is no longer our enemy."
"But what would be the proper gesture on our part, Saionji-san?"
Ito asked.
"Huh, how would this be—that at the ceremonies of the surrender
we have General Nogi allow General Stoessel to wear his sword, Genro
Ito? The sword is the spirit of a samurai."
Field Marshal Yamagata broke in: "That's right, Marquis Saionji.
The sword is the warrior's spirit with which General Stoessel has won
our highest esteem. Usually in a similar situation the losing general
and his aides are stripped of their swords and all other martial insignia.
H'm, that's a wonderful idea. What do you say, Ito?"
"That's great, Yamagata. Shall I draw up the instructions to General
Nogi?"
"Yes, right away."
"Meanwhile, have a cup; it's New Year's simple formality."
While Ito wrote, Saionji and Field Marshal Yamagata conversed.
"Is it not fine, Marshal, that we can celebrate the New Year in this
relaxed mood?"
"Ah, Marquis Saionji, I am sorry to cast any clouds on your holiday
spirits, but I myself cannot feel free until the last Russian is swept out
of Manchuria, especially when I think of the soldiers in the fields at
this time. There the weather is always sub-zero during the winter."
"You feel keenly for your subordinates, don't you, Marshal?"
"I think not only of those still active, but those who already have
died for the nation's defense."

